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| @pecial Correspondence of The Star.
MARSEILLE, France, June §, 1916.
REAT American fortunes may
be founded on the reading of
these lines.
1 At Marseille 1 have learned
[fmportant news for business men. 1
!hlve seen gigantie works, of ship and
i'harge canals, of docks and marine ba-
/mins constructed during*war, and, as |
may say ‘ruthr‘ully. to invite American
'products, for the most part.

Stronger vet, I have seen a great in-
land sea, c!nse_ to Marseille, whose
ehores are «estined to he lined by
American storage houses and factories
for finishing, duty free—a kind of no-
man's land, a, “free zone,” where
American shippers can take breath and
prepare their European campaigns.
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Thiz idea of “free zones" is running
like wildfire through France, TItaly,
Russia and other European countries,
in spite of the war—or, rather, as a re-
sult of it. They are waked up. Ham-,
burg and Bremen were the great exam-
ples, but Hamburg's prosperity was
due, principally, to lack of competition.
American t'ypewriterr. agricultural ma-
chinery, ready-made shoes and photo-
graphic materials for sale in Russia,

Scandanavia, the Balkans and even
Turkey and Italy, had, practically, to be
shipped via Hamburg—even the French
themsalves did it, inding a compelling
advantage in Hamburg's “free zone,”
in particular.

It will be different after the war.

These are vital matters—in a struggle
of giants.

My recent interview with the Russian
'‘commercial attache in Paris concerning
the duma project to set up “free zones"
'at Odessa and a Baltic port, for trade
with Russia, Scandanavia, the Balkan
etates and Turkey, was deemed worthy
of official attention and republication
by the Chicago Association of Com-
‘merce. Italy is studying a "free zone”
‘at Genoa. England proposes one at Al-
‘exandria, Egypt.

They all want us. And this answers
;the great inquiry of American business
‘men, How are we, practically, to pro-
ceed? . & 2
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After the war it is foreseen that all
kinds of American products—"almost
anything that bears the name Ameri-
can,” according to one of our manu-
facturers who has already succeeded—
will be eagerly purchased in Europe.
We can continue our war sales and
fncrease them, but Americans who want
the cream and bulk of the business

know that they must go after it. Eu-
rope will be very busy. We must show

European

goods, because if we don’t, others will.
We must offer our products in Europe.
The American manufacturer already
quoted, who has made a fortune al-
ready, and not at all in war furnish-
ings, =ays: “It requires a central stock-
room and a few American representa-
tlves to cover the ground by personal
call.”

We know it.
know is details.

Where shall we ship our goods? Can
we set up our stockroom in some likely
European port, from which to radiate
in other European countries? *Which
port? What about paying duties on
such shipments in advance, before they
are sold or before we have obtained
orders for them?

1 hear the questibn on all sides, in
Paris, from newly arrived Americans.
There i= a scramble of inquiry. Amer-
ica Is far away. To fill orders prompt-
1y, they say. we must carry consider-
able stocks in Europe. In feeling our
way we would often like to ship our
products half or three-quariers manu-
factured, to finish them in Europe, ac-
cording to the details of orders ob-
tained, when obhtained., and free of
duty? 1s there a French port where
we ean set up our factories for fin-

What America fvants to

ishing, duty free. as used to be pos-
sible at Hamwburg? Is it within com-
mand of skilled. artistic or cheap

French handiwork? Is there a territory
where American raw material may be
deposited, as yet unsold—shipped. =0
to speak, for speculation? 1If such a
port alse gives cheap and varied trans-
portation facilities to other European
centers it possesses. evidently, RBreal
advantages for Americans.

The free zone! You see, they are run-
ning to meet us.
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Only yesterday, the French state and
Marseille port invited a number of
Americans to come down to Marseille
and, together with the representatives
of Marseille port, inaugurate the plere-
ing of the giant Rove canal tunnel in
full war time. It is the greatest tun-
nel in the world, seventy-five feet wide,
forty-seven feet high from water level
to ceiling, four and one-half miles long
and with a depth of water permitting
the passage of barges of 1,200 tons dead
weight through the mountains behind
Marseille, cum}euting with the great
Rhone canal to Arles, and thence, by
the canal network radiating from
Chalons-sur-Saone, to Mulhouse in Al-
gace, Paris, Dunkirk In northern
France, the entire Belgian canal sys-
tem. the Rhine and the Elbe (If busi-
ness ever begins agailn with Germany)
and. really, 1 scarcely know what not
in central Europe—for example, Swit-
zerland at Basle.

“We have arrived at a point of civil-
fzation,” says Adrien Artaud, president
of the Marseille Chamber of Commerce,
“where railroads do not suffice. The
word is canals.”

You understand, ship canalz and great
barge canals, always greater and deep-'

enters Connected by Great

pleted in War Time.

NEW Opportunity for Americans to Capture European Trade After the War—Sterling
Heilig, The Sunday Star’s Correspondent in France, Attends Inauguration of Piercing

of the Rove Tunnel Canal—Marseille Prepares a Duty-Free Territory Where Americans Can
Set Up Warehouses and Factories for Finishing Their Products—Gigantic Works Com-
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THE ROVE CANAL TUNNEL, A DEMONSTRATION OF WHICH HAS BEATEN THE DEEP CUT FOR ALL BARGE CANALS AS TO TIME AND EXPENSE OF

CONSTRUCTION AND UPKEEP. IT IS THE GREATEST TUNNEL IN THE WORLD.

er, are required for cheap transporta-
tion.

They have got them at Marseille at
last—in war.

The Rove canal tunnel is pierced.

Marseille has broken through the
mountains which hemmed her in on the

VIEW OF A

In Search of the Common and Rare Specimens of Fauna of the District

SECTION OF THE FPORT OF

MOTH OF THE

ASHINGTON has, according
to the scientists, an extensive
fauna, which means in
everyday language that
great many animals are to be found
here. One who hikes about the coun-
tryside, and, after the manner of Eng-
lish poets, snoozes under the hedge-
rows or wanderse over the hillsides,
or, even for that matler, snatches a
few moments' rest on some shady park
bench, is certain come In contact
with many of these animal residents.
The birds. fish, reptiles, mammals—
all these orders of animals into which
the great multitude of species have
been claszifisd—have their represent-
atives in the Distriet. Some of them,
as, for Instance, the sparrows and
squirrels, remind one of their presence
verliy at svery hour of the day and
At every street oorner. But the others

ave to he ddiseovered only by people
win search for them, and by those who
already know where Lo find them. This
fatter !nformation l& the property of
SCOTEs of Washington naturalists,
sportsmen and oxcursionists, it |is
eaastly acquired if one have the im-
pelling desire for It .
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if one realiy wants to observe these
animals in their haunts and see them
carrying on their own lives, it s
necessary to ramble away from the
tusy driveways and the street cars.
One may go north, east, south or west
—the river. the creek, the woods and
e meadows are walting.
This is the best season of the year
reconnoitering in search of nature
> ‘Pnalc-.il:r all of the migratory
irds have arrived, many of them are

AMERICAN SILKWORM.

sing voung familier in their nests,
the tadpoles are already squirming in
their characteristic nervous fashion in
the ponds—in fact, the entire animal
kingdom of the vicinity is in its most
alluring guise, ready for inspection.

Squirrels constitute one of the largest
animal familles In and around the city.
The gray squirrels are abundant in
the city parks, and they deserve no es-
pecial mention In the woods, how-
ever, are to be found other varieties—
red  squirreis, and occasionally the
black =squirrels, which are a wvariety
of the grays

1f
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one is passing through a tim-
section on a moonlight night,
he may also he fortunate enough to
ge¢ the flving squirrels, those inter-
esting little seronazuts which nature
has meen fit ta equip with individual
parachutes, The latter really are folds
of skin, hetween the front and hind
legs, strong and sufficient enough o
sustain them on thelr long downward
glides Sometimes these tiny little
animals are able to jump forty to fifty
feet through the air, from the topmost
hranches of one tree lto the nearby
branches of another. Of course, such
# thing as horizontal fight is out of
the question with them, but they are
able to make even flights that are fajr-
lv gwift and extremely graceful

They begin to play about sunset and
continue with their pranks during the
early part of the night. If one re-
maine very quiet, that is. if one is for-
tunate to come upon them at their
aerial frolics, they will be seen to
jump to and fro between two trees
over and over again, simply for the
pure sport of the game

The common eastern chipmunk, or
ground squirrel, is found In gréat
abundance In the environs of Wash-
ington. It's “chip. chip, chip-e-ree™ iz
to be heard along all the country
roads. These little squirrels rarely
ascend trees; they spend thelr time
skipping along fence rajils and over
stumps and rocke. !

The raccoon s, doubtless, Washing-

MARSEILLE.

north. She will he sending her
1,200-ton barges right through the
hills to the great cheap transportation
network of western, central and north-
ern Europe.

Genoa, the great Itallan port, cannot
do this, at least for the present, cut
off as she is by the barrier of the Alps.
Genoa has only the rallroad, yet those
who reflect how wonderfully Genoa’s
maritime trade sprang up by the mere
piercing of the St Gothard railroad
tunne] will grasp the advantages of a
Mediterranean port, like Marseille, pos-
sessing both railroad and great barge
canal connections.

Yet all this is little without the “free
zone."

The coming “free zone" of Marseille
was the surprise which the French min-
isters and Marseille Chamber of Com-
merce gave Lo us visiting Americans.

We' saw the already pierced tunnel—
it scarcely concerns us, except for its
example and its triumph, In canal con-
struction, over the deep cut.

*
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We saw the partially completed barge
canal which joins Marseille to Arles and
the network beyvond by widening and
deepening the already existing canal
from Arles to Boue, at a cost of $18,.-
000,000. Just behind the hills which
hem Marseille (and which necessitated
the canal tunnel for the city's use) it
passes through the extraordinary in-
land sea which I have already mention-
ed, called the Etang de Berre, an
ancient bay of the Mediterranean, now
landlocked. It ie as smooth as a lake,
as far as the eye can see, with depths
already from thirty feet to fifteen feet
up to.its very edges.

We saw the Etang de Berre, snon to
become famous in-the annals of Ameri-
can businese.

The BEtang de Berre is already open
to the Mediterranean by a veritable

ship canal, cut years ago, for the then
mere purpose of making it a harbor of

refuge. Now, rectified and improved it
will serve the grandiose purpose of the
Marseille “free zone,” because it is this
Etang de Berre, connected equally with
the Mediterranean by ship canal and
with the seagoing barge canal from
Marseille to Arles, that (s to hecome
the wished-for no-man’'s land. the “lit-
tle corner of America in Europe” which
Americans in France are already agog
about.

It iz merely a question of rushing a
law through the French parliament.

Never have T meen an Idea of this
kind gain such sudden popularity in a
protectionist country like France,
Every one seems all at once to grasp
the fact that such “free zones"” work
in no way against protection. All its
products which finally*enter France in
general for sale or sold must, naturally,
pay the usual dutles, exactly as they
did on entering Germany from Ham-
burg.

" -
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The municipalities of Marseille, Bor-
deaux, Toulouse, Calais, Cette and
Havre, the totality of the trades syndi-
cates, both of employers and workmen,
of Bordeaux, Havre and Marseille; the
syndical chamber of  chemical prod-
ucts of Paris, the National Congress of
French Societies. of Geography, the
conseils-generaux (local legislatures)
of the Bouches-du-Rhone, the Gironde,
the Charante-Inferieure wines and spirits
chamber of wholesale wines and spirits
of Paris, and a quantity impossible to
enumerate of sections of republican
committees of industry, agriculture and
commerce, syndicates of exporters, so-
cieties for the. defense of this or that
city’'s interests, junited syndicates of
merchants, bopurseg of labor, etc, have
solemnly voted in favor of the “free
zone” since May 20, 1915,

That is to say, in full war, at a time
when everything is more or less upsat
by the great struggle of France to re-
pel invaders.

“You might say, indeed. that the
tire business majority of France
monopolized by war furnishing or

en-
not
not

B . ’
actually at the fighting front is coming
out day by day in favor of setting up
around the shores of the inland sea of
Berre, at Marseille, this "“free zone.”
similar to that made famous by Ham-
burg, and probably of even more lib-
eral scope.

in such “free zone” American ship-
pers of raw materials can experiment
with them, improve them, combine them
with French of foreign products and
even destroy them in making experi-
ments, without being obliged to give
any account to the French customs.

in such a “free zone” American ship-
pers of articles partly manufactured
can set up factories for finishing, and
thus compete in the general European
market without being subject to our
natural handicap of distance—all this
free of duty until the goods are finally
moved into this or that countiry, AaSs
definitively sold or for sale.

In such & “free zone"” American ship-
pers can carry large stocks of Ameri-
ecan produets free of duty, so long as
they remain in the zone, thus gaining
time to offer them and permitting
prospective customers to examine them
close at hand. In this respect It i=
like a vast sample fair, except that in-
stead of samples the goods in bulk
may be shown, examined and perfected
Finally nne duty only Iz paid on them
—i e. that of the European (or ori-
ental) country into which they are
definitively =old or sent for definitive
sale.

-
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You understand? These French peo-
ple want to bring foreign business to
their land—business of =all Europe,
business of the levant, the orient, and
business to and from Americas, even ir
it should only stop in part in France,
for French use, the remainder going
on, after a stop in the French “free
zone,” mixed or unmixed with French
material or labor.

Their eyes are opened. The war has
struck and enlightened them, as Paul
was struck and enlightened on the road
to Damascus.

They want Marseille to be our stop-
ping place, our “little corner of Amer-
ica,” on the great American route
round the world, via Panama and Suez.
New Orleans or Galveston, it is fore-
geen, will be a similar stopping place.
America herself, some day, will start
up “free zones,"” they say.

And as 1 watched our American coal,
copper and steel Ingots, cotton, petro-
leum, corn, wheat, agricultural ma-
chinery, ready-made shoes and. what
not unloaded on the docks of Mar-
seille, under present unfavorable con-
ditions, T beheld a vision of the fu-
ture.

The phoephates of Algiers.

The iron basins of Tunis.

Canal

The baxite (aluminum) ore of the
Var, in France.

The potash of Alsace.

What do 1 know? These are the de-
talls of American business men. They
know them.

What 1 know

is that the port of

Marseille is spending $7,000,000 on her,

Madrague basin, $19,000,000 on her
Miraheau basin, both to be finished
within three vears, while her exterior
protective jetty-belt is costing 96,000
more.

I know that the Marseille to the
Rhone canal is costing $18,000,000 to
improve and lengthen, of which 87,.-
000,000 i= paid by*the French state,
$2.600,000 by the city of Marseille and
the Bouches-du-Rhone district, and the
remainder by the Marseille Chamber
of Commerce, which will recoup itself
by authorized charges.

1 know that the ship and barge canal
{= a step beyond the railroad.

And the canal tunnel has beaten the
deep cut.

To break through the hills that hem-
med in the city of Marseille, they had
originally planned a giant cut as deep
ae the Eiffel Tower is high.

Today the Rove canal tunnel has re-
placed it

Genoa herself, hemmed in by the
Alps, may some day tow harges through
them

And there are those who claim that
moon great ships will pass over great
inland valleys by great canal viaducts.

STERLING HEILIG.

The Reformed Lover.

HE late John Phillp Quinn, who for
twenty years traveled all over
America exposing the electric roulette
wheel and ather cheating devices used
in gambling, had a reform story that
he would tell while exhibiting his
queer paraphernalia In his private car.
“Don’t be afraid of reform,” he saild.
“Help every poor fellow who wants to
reform. The way most peopls act
you'd think they all belleved religious-
ly in the reform story.

“*yYou stonped smoking because she
asked you to” was the quesation put to
a solemn-looking chap.

*Yep.

“+*And vou stopped swearing because
she asked you 107

“eYen.

“:And you stopped swearg because
ghe asked you too”

“*Yep.'

“*And you gave un vwvour poker
parties and went inte refined, serious
society for the same reason?

“‘Yep, vep, vep.'

“*And yet vou never married her’

“‘Well, you see, after I'd reformed
like that, I found I could do better.” ™

“WE HAVE ARRIVED AT A POINT OF CIVILIZATION WHERE THE RAILROADS DO NOT SUFFICE,” SAYS ADRIEN
ARTAUD, PRESIDENT OF THE MARSEILLE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE.
THE GREAT CANAL.” DRAWING SHOWS THE PROPOSED CANAL VIADUCT.

“THE VICTORY OF TOMORROW IS

WALKING Tours in Washington and Vicinity Will Show the Great Popularity of the
Section for Hundreds of Members of the Animal Kingdom—Mammals, Birds, Fish
and Reptiles—Animals That Have Disappeared and Fish That Have Gone to Other Sec-
tions—Sea Gulls Are Rare, But Hundreds of Them Formerly Came Up the Potomac River.
Thousands of Kinds of Insects.
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ton's most representative mammal.
No amount of hunting seems to dis-
courage Iit, and it cannot be driven

away from its old haunts. Racecoons are
always to be found near a body of
water, where they love to play; they
are so fastidious about their food, even

though they are as omnivorous as
bears, that they alwavs soak it in
water before they eat it.

The presence of the woodchuck In

the District is questionable. One has
not been caught within the District
lines for a number of years, although
they were formerly very plentiful. The
opossum, however, remains with us,
though it, too, is becoming more and
more rare as the public teste for 'pos-

sum meat increases. 0Opossums are
very dull-witted animals. ‘They are
good climbers, but are so lazy that
they forage almost exclusively for

their food upon the ground. During the
summer they accumulate a th, a layer
of at under eir skin to sustain them
during the winter period of hiberna-
tion.

*
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One {interesting thing ahbout the
opossum is that the female carries her
voung In & pouch in much the same
manner as the Australian kangaroo.
They are also able to feign death when
cornered by hunters. This has given
rise to the expression “playing ‘pos-
sum."’ They stretch out limp and
breathe so feebly that it seems as
though their lungs have ceased tn op-
ernte.

Once in a while a skunk is found here.
Weazels and minks are very common and
with the red squirrels constitute a co-
terie of predaceous pests that are held in
ill repute by bird lovers and chicken
fanelers. ©On the banks of the river a
muskrat may be seen. They are as much
at home In the water as a beaver, though
not so intelligent or interesting. Inland
a bit, to the meadows, the little fleld mice
are to be found with their related fel-
lows, the deer mice and the white-footed
mice. While walking about the meadows
the nature lover will see queer little
mounds circling here and thare, indicat-
ing that some tiny burrower I8 at work

underground. Though one i€ rot likely
to see the animal fitself, 1t fi8 well "to
know that these ridges are e by the
mole, a lttle sleek-skinned 1 which

does not mind living in the dark because
it is blind.

Of ecourse, rabbits are among the com-
mon well known Inhabitants of the city
and i¢s suburbs. Glimpses may
caught of them at all times hopping
through the underbrush of almost any
wooded section. Not so easily seen., how-
ever, are the bats, for these animals, like
the fiying equirrels, are nocturnal in their

.

BARRED OWLS.
{All photos by Dr. R. W. Bhufeldt.)

habits. As evening comes on the bats
come out of their leafy retreats in num-
bers, some to skim up and down amid
the follage of the glens, while others
take to the streets of the city, where ths

lights attract them, owing to the vast

throngs of insects that ars swarming

there. For this reason bats are fre-

guently =een around city street lamps

and even in houses where open windows
r

‘known,

glve entrance to brilliantly lighted
FOOINS,
They have extraordinary powers of

flight owing to the ex:ension of a deli-
cate membrane which grows between
their elongated fringed bones of the fore-
llmbs. These membranes extend so as
to reach the hind legs and sometimes in-
clude the tail By means of these
“wings' they are accomplished fiyers; so
accomplished, “in fact, that the ancient
zoologists, including those of the Bible,
were wont to classify them with the
bhirds. A great many weird tales are told
of bats and everything uncanny and hor-
rible has been associated with them. But

thizs has heen due to ignorance; science
and time will eliminate these {ulse
stories.
*
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Our bird neighbors are many. It may

be safely sald that there are about three
hundred species of birds in the District.
One of the best places for studying birds
is in Rock Creek Park. There the com-
blnation of shore, woods and meadow
provides the possibility of seeing, withouc
rambling over miles and miles of terri-
tory, a large number of widely divergent
species. The river is also a good place
to observe them.

Of the large
there is a goodly variety.
canvasback duck makes its abode
there, a2 do the oldwife and the
dusky wvarieties. We have the green-
winged teal and occasionally wild geese
and swans, the sora, king and Vir-
ginia rail, the English snipe with some
of its numerous allies, the plover, the
bobwhite and grouse. Wild tdrkeys
are found in the Distriet. They have
been found at the Zoo building nests on
the cageg of the captive turkeys, so
attracted have they been by their own
Epecies,

It is a rare thing to see more than
one or two gulls on the river now-
adays, but ten or twenty vears ago a
flock of a hundred or more was a com-
mon sight.

Near the 16th street reservoir
is a colony of night herons, and this
gide of Somerset the great blue and
common green heron have been fre-
quently seen this year. Once in a
long time sharp eyes see a morning
dove, the onlv representative of the
wild pigeon found here.

The common black vulture ls well
and fishhawks mAy be seen
in daily flight over . the river.  The
white-headed eagle, the mational bird
of America, very fittingly chooses the
capital for its hame. The @wls, the
birds of wisdom, so called not because
they are so wise, but because they

/

birde and game birds,
The famed

LARGE-MOUTHED BLACK BASS,

loak so wise, are plentifully distributed
in the locality. Nor are they confined
to the country regions. There has
been a nest of barred owle in the north
tower of the Smithsonian building for
the past few years, where these birds
have brought forth their young. In
addition to the barred species, the
great-horned, which grows 1o very
large proportions; the short-eared,
which breeds on the ground; the
sereech, which chooses for its nest
some tree in a friendly orchard, are
to be found. When the season is very
cold the arctic snowy owl comes as
far south as Washington.

It would be folly to attempt to men-
tion all the species of bird residents
of the District. There are scores and
scores within the clty limits. The list
of passerine birds is illimitahle; it in-
cMides at least 100 such well known
forms as the robin, the bluebird, card-
inal, thrush and thrasher. Also, there
are several species of woodpecker, in-
cluding the flicker and the wondrously
shiny red-headed variety. One variety
of humminghird—the ruby-throated—
ie seen bubbing in its beautiful iri-
descence among the flowers of the
gardens. Most of these birds breed
from the latter part of Apri]l to the
middle of June. After this thev#have
two or three broods well Iinto the late
Eummer.

*
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Getting on to the reptiles of the Dis-
triet, it will be found that the list is
not nearly as extensive as either that
of the mammals or the birds. Bnakes
are abundant, but, may it be added by
way of alleviation, only one venom-
ous varlety occurs here. This I8
the copperhead, the serpent of woods

and rocks: not often is this snake
found in open.grasslands. Be it sald
to its credit that the copperhead does
m;tt{o out of its way to do Its deadly
W On . the con . it is more
likely teo slip away quletly from its
adversary than to iovite trouble. But

L

when it does strike It is dangerous
and well able to cause death. The
coperhead shades from gray to brown,
with a coppery tinge on the head
from which it derives Its name,

-
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The king snake found herp 18 &
powerful constrictor and has acquired
its name on account of its fighting
disposition toward other serpents. It
preyvs on poisonous snakes and, strange
to say, when it Is bitten it is Immune
from the action of snake poison. The
black snake, another of Washington's

snakes, I8 a much overrated reptile.
it is usually described as an all-round
boss among serpents and a demon of
temper, but this is not so. It selects
for -its home the edges of meadows
shelter with brush. Here it darts for
shelter and feeds on the birds and field
mice which it finds., The garter snake
and the puff adder are also residents
of the Washington country Spots.

Turtles and tortoises make up an-
other reptilian family, and the city
is well supplied with wvarieties—the
red-billed, the spotted pond, the paint-
ed pond, the snapping and mud turtles
are all well known. Of the tortoiges,
the box tortoise is hest known and
most commonly distributed.

No reptile possesses greater immunity
from harm than the box tortoise. Few
living creatures can harm the fleshy
parts within its shell. It draws in its
head, limbs and tail and closes this
shell in a box-like fashion which shuts
out intruders for an indefinite time.
It is strictly a terrestrial tortoise and
lives in grassy plots which alternate
with sparse thickets. They are, ana-
tomically, interesting animals. The
shell is the skeleton, strictly speaking,
and incloses the vital organs.

Under Chain bridge, where it is cool
and d a number of § ing rep-
tilian forms may be gathered. Tha
water newt, gray with bright red spots
on its under side, is there in abundance.

(Continued on Fou=_ Yage.)




